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Around the world, 168 million children are involved in child labor, working instead of learning. At least 21 million children and adults are in forced labor. Finding a solution to these problems continues to be one of the world’s most pressing challenges. Overcoming this challenge will require new ideas, new ways of thinking, and innovative solutions. The Labor Department’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs (ILAB ) publishes three flagship reports that raise awareness about child labor and forced labor, Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor; List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor; and List of Products Produced by Forced or Indentured Child Labor. ILAB also has just released a new mobile app called Sweat & Toil to make over 1,000 pages of data on these problems more accessible.  Now ILAB is making the source data open and available to everyone. 
The ILAB datasets contain summaries of countries’ efforts to eliminate child labor; statistics on child labor; information on goods produced with child labor or forced labor; information on laws countries have adopted and international conventions they have ratified related to child labor; and suggested actions governments can take to end child labor. Developers can use this data in their own applications, data visualizations and mashups with other datasets, while data scientists can use it to fuel further research. This tool will help ILAB amplify and maximize the impact of the actions it is already taking to address child labor and forced labor. But ILAB doesn’t have all the answers. Transformative change can come from anywhere. We’re excited to see how you will make a difference.

