Cardinal start point

Author intent: anchored element is always
positioned in reference to a specific point on
the anchor element, usually a corner or
midpoint. This positioning is static and
disregards document language.

Example: teaching Ul positioned in a static
direction to the anchor element, optionally
with some decoration assuming
directionality of the anchored relationship

Top left

New! I’'m some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Center left

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

ANCHOR

Learn more Some other link

Bottom left

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur

adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor

in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Cardinal self-alignment

Author intent: align the contents of the
anchored element in relationship to the
anchor point, regardless of document
direction.

Example with a top-center anchor point:

Bottom right at anchor point

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

ANCHOR

Top center

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Center center

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Bottom center

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor

in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Bottom center at anchor point

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

ANCHOR

API should support self alignment in x (left, center, right) and y
(top, center, bottom) axes. Some combinations between
cardinal start point and cardinal anchor points will be more

useful and used than others.

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Top right

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Center right

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Bottom right

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor

in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

Bottom left at anchor point

New! I'm some sort of educational Ul alerting
the user to something that was added to the
web application recently.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Learn more Some other link

ANCHOR

Logical start point

Author intent: anchored element is
positioned sensibly, according to document
language.

Example: a popup menu aware of writing
direction

Block end, inline start:
English (LTR)

ANCHOR

This is in English
Menu item with longer text
Menu item

Menu item

Needs author validation

How does popup Ul change based on writing mode? For
example, longform Japanese can be written vertically
RTL, but often is rendered LTR (including popups like the
native select dropdown). Do authors truly want logical

properties for anchored positioning?

Might they want to mix and match logical and cardinal

positioning (e.g. bottom inline-start)?

What actually changes in an anchored component based

on language?

Logical properties today only include start/end values;
should these be composed with center values as well?

Logical self alignment

Needs author use cases / validation

Block end, inline start:
Arabic (RTL)
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MacOS-style, state-driven
self alignment

Haven't found custom components built like
the MacOS select, perhaps because of
complexity. This use case will express
MacOS-style option alignment only.

Anchored element aligned such
that selected option is centered
over anchor

This is in English

This item is selected

Menu item

Menu item

Anchor offsets

Author intent: anchored element has an
additional offset from the anchor point.

Example: author does not want Example: author wants the popup to

popup to butt up against the anchor overlap the anchor

ANCHOR

This is in English

ANCHOR

This is in English

10px

Menu item with longer text
Menu item with longer text

Menu item
Menu item

Menu item
Menu item

Example: split buttons / alignment
to anicon

A length or a calc expression

ANCHOR v

This is in English
Menu item with longer text
Menu item

Menu item

Chained anchors

Author intent: anchor an element to another
anchored element, or a descendent of
another anchored element

Example: cascading menus

ANCHOR
Anchored to button

This is in English

Menu item with longer text Anchored to activated menu item
Menu item > This is in English
Menu item Menu item with longer text

Menu item

Menu item

-6pXx


https://ant.design/components/dropdown/
https://getbootstrap.com/docs/4.5/components/dropdowns/

